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Democratic Party. During the greater
part of the history of the United States, the
fundamental political questions with respect
to which party lines have been drawn have
related to the distribution of powers between
the Federal and the State governments, and
to the extent to which government should be
subjected to direct popular control. The party
now known as Democratic has consistently
defended the States' Rights view, and has
advocated the widest extension of the suf-
frage and the highest degree of popular con-
trol of government. In particular campaigns
other issues have been placed in the fore-
ground, but these have usually been corollar-
ies of the particularistic and popular princi-
ples. Such has been the traditional opposi-
tion to a protective tariff, to a large national
debt and extensive military and naval estab-
lishments. Other issues not connected with
the fundamental principles have been an-
nexed as an incident of practical party policy.
Thus before the Civil War the Democratic
party was forced to adopt at least a passive
tolerance of slavery in consequence of the
fact that a large part of its strength lay in
the slave States; for a similar reason it op-
posed the extension of suffrage to the blacks
in zS6S. In 1896, and again in 1900, political
exigencies induced the party to embrace the
advocacy of the free coinage of silver. There
has always been a tendency, however, to re-
turn to fundamental principles, after a brief
trial of the newer issues.

The germ of the Democratic party is to be
found in the Anti-Federalists who opposed
the adoption of a Federal constitution. To
this moderate party was given the name of
Republicans, about 1792. During the French
Revolution extreme sympathizers with the
new French Republic formed so-called idemo-
cratic clubs,' and were eventually absorbed
by the Republican party, which came to be
known as the Democratic-Republican. In
1798 the fundamental Democratic principles
were first clearly formulated by Jefferson and
Madison in the Kentucky and Virginia Reso-
lutions. The State governments were declared
to be the basis of our system; wherever any
doubt existed as to whether a specific power

| belonged to the Federal Government or to
j the States, the presumption should always be
in favor of the States.
In iSoi the Democratic paity succeeded in
carrying the presidency, and it remained in
power for twenty-four }*ears. The exigencies
of administering the government In time of
war caused the party to swerve somewhat
from its fundamental principles. The central-
izing branch of the party, later known as the
'Whigs/ split off in 1824 and elected John
Quincy Adams President. In the following
election the particularist branch, from about
this time called the Democratic party, re-
turned to power with Jackson as President.
Under his able leadership a party organization
was perfected by 1832 which has since re-
mained intact.
With the exception of the years 1840-44
and 1848-52, the Democratic party remained
in power until 1860. The party was com-
posed of two main branches, the southern,
which from the earliest time had been par-
ticularistic, and the western, whose chief po-
litical tenet was popular control of govern-
ment. In 1860, the ill-advised attempt of
the southern branch to force the party to
commit itself to the extension of slavery re-
sulted in its disruption. The influx of alien
immigrants after the war further weakened
the Democratic party, since most of the im-
migrants allied themselves with the Repub-
licans as the party of freedom.
In an attempt to repair their fortunes the
Democrats in 1872 endorsed the candidacy of
Horace Greeley, Liberal Republican, and
adopted the platform of the Liberal Republi-
can party. They were defeated by an over-
whelming majority, but the party had at last
been disentangled from the slavery issue. In
1884, and again in 1892, Grover Cleveland
was elected President upon a platform em-
bodying the traditional Democratic principles^
tariff reform being the principal issue. Cleve-
land was the last Democratic president until
Woodrow Wilson was elected in 1912, there
having been several splits in the party in
the meantime. After Wilson's two terms the
Democratic party failed to elect its candidate
until 1932 when Franklin Delano Roosevelt
received an overwhelming majority which
was repeated in 1936, 1940, and 1944.
Democritus (460-370 B.C.), one of the
great Greek philosophers. He propounded
the theory, known as the atomic system, that
nothing existed but atoms and empty space;
that the atoms were in a state of perpetual
motion; that differences of arrangement and